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we asked you what you

thought of proposed changes
to make the HomeChoice scheme
even better. Thank you to
everyone who got in touch. We are
now making changes based on the
consultation and these will be
introduced from 1 April 2009.

In our October 2008 newsletter

Full details of the changes are
given in the charts on pages two,
three and four.

The first chart is laid out with four
columns. The first column shows
how HomeChoice has been
working before the changes. The
second column shows what the
problem has been with this. The
third column shows how the
system will operate from 1 April
2009. If the change affects you,
the fourth column tells you if you
need to do anything different after
1 April 2009. To follow the
changes to a particular issue read
across the row. The second chart
shows size and type of property
different households can apply for.

Stop press!

« We are working with Housing As-
« sociations so that some of their

+ available properties can be adver-
+ tised in HomeChoice. Housing As-
+ sociations are not-for-profit

+ organisations which own, let and
« manage rented housing. Keep an
. eye out for these properties over
+ the next few months. You can bid
¢ on them in the normal way, but if
¢ you have any questions when you
¢ see a Housing Association prop-

¢ erty advertised contact us on

* 01302 862628.

BRAILLE | LARGE PRINT | AUDIO

Important changes to
HomeChoice from 1
April 2009

. o
In our last newsletter we advised
about money management. We
asked do you know how much you
will need for your rent money? Are

you entitled to Housing Benefit?
Could you pay by Direct Debit?

For any new readers the main
points we covered were:

Website. Information is available
on our dedicated money advice
website
www.slhdmoneywise.co.uk

Training. As part of our popular
Tenant Training programme we
offer a limited amount of pre-
tenancy financial training that
could provide you with the
knowledge and skills to budget for

|} Tirkce B« L BE:E
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neywise

your household. It will give you a
clear idea of what you need on a
weekly basis and help manage
your money, how to shop wisely
and also how to save for your
future.

Rent Arrears. If you have rent
arrears or other debts relating to a
tenancy you are not normally
given a council home until the
debt is cleared. Every case is
considered on its merits though,
and where there are exceptional
circumstances, applicants may be
offered a tenancy.

If you would like further

information please call 01302
862627.

TAPES
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Description

Single Person

Two Adults

Household with one child +
Household with two children

Three Adults

Household with three children
Household with four children
Household with five or more children
Four Adults

Single Household with over night
access to one child

Single Household with over night
access to two children

Single Household with over night
access to three children

Single Household with over night
access to four or more children

# - Single applicants can also
be considered for 2 bed flats due
to limited stock of 1 bed flats.

+ - Includes confirmed
pregnancy of 21 weeks and over
* - 3 bed accomadation will

only be allocated if it does not
result in a household being
overcrowded

Remember you can bid in
these ways;

HomeChoice bid line - 0800 027
6235

By text message - 07781 484771
Online at
www.doncasterhomechoice.co.uk

You do not have to make any bids
if there aren’t any properties you
are interested in.

However if you have a priority
(Platinum, Gold or Silver band)
you must bid on suitable
properties or you may lose your
status. If you are having
difficulties making bids contact
the Doncaster HomeChoice Team
on 01302 862628.

Please ensure if you have a
change in your circumstances
including contact telephone
number that you inform
Doncaster HomeChoice Team
as if we are unable to make
contact with you it may result
in you missing out on a
property. To advise of a change
in circumstances by letter please
write to: HomeChoice, St. Leger
Homes of Doncaster, St. Leger
Court, White Rose Way, Doncaster,
DN4 5ND

Bed-sit Flat Bungalow Maisonette House Minimum Maximum
rooms rooms

YES  YES YES 1 1#
YES YES YES 1 2
YES YES YES YES 2 3
YES YES YES YES 2 3
YES YES YES YES 2 3
YES YES YES YES 3 3
YES YES YES YES 3 4
YES YES YES YES 3% 5
YES YES YES YES 2 4
YES YES YES 1 2
YES YES YES 2 2
YES YES YES 3 3
YES YES YES 3 4

« The main changes are:

+ Couples with one child will qualify for two and three bedroomed

¢ properties and households containing 2 adults only qualify for flats
¢ and maisonettes rather than houses.

Facty & Figures

Property types allocated November 1 2007 to February 28 2009

Maisonette

House

Flat

Bungalow

Bedsit

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800
Active on the waiting list by band up to 28 February 2009

PLATINUM -79
SILVER - 429
GOLD - 746

[ BRONZE - 11432

Housed by band 1 November to 28 February 2009

PLATINUM - 271
SILVER - 174
GOLD - 561

[ BRONZE - 809




